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Afflicted with schizophrenia, Tourette's Syndrome and other mental illnesses, the prolific and gifted
Jonathan Harnisch has transformed the harrowing raw materia of hislife into what he calls "transgressive
fiction" in semi-autobiographical novels such as Jonathan Harnisch: An Alibiography and Living Colorful
Beauty. With Second Alibi: The Banality of Life, he revisits the abrasive, triangular psychodrama of his
brilliant, questing psychotic Ben Schreiber, Ben's libertine alter-ego, Georgie Gust, and the sadistic
temptress, Claudia Nesbitt, who torments them both, while also including a moving pleafor understanding
that stands apart from the disturbed fevers of hisfiction.

"Thisisastory, | hope, about my coming to enlightenment," Harnisch writes, and in that vein he enlightens
us, too, about the fantastic terrors of schizophrenia: "What this lifeis like with the ups and the downs, the
confusion, the love and the hate; the black and the white." He tells us about his moods abruptly shifting 25
timesin an hour, his suicide attempts and addictions, the grim realities of sleep deprivation and the fear that
his beloved wife has been reading his mind.

Second Alibi toggles unpredictably between semi-coherent rage (Harnisch says he often writes when
symptomatic) and cool detachment, and it deploys several forms. Harnisch's sexually-charged fiction
(Claudiais "a slow-moving serpent with atongue of fire and the ass of a bombshell"); a 106-page screenplay
featuring dial ogues between Ben and his old antagonists, and with his life-saving therapist, "Dr. C"; self-
lacerating entries from "Georgie Gust's' 2005 diary, and the author's clear explanations of his condition,
apparently written at moments when his symptoms have subsided.

**Due to content of a sexually explicit nature, this book is recommended for a mature audience only.**
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From reader reviews:
LewisTuggle:

Reading a book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especialy fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Second Alibi: The
Banality of Life, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Homer Gardner:

The particular book Second Alibi: The Banality of Life hasalot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Jennifer Klen:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because al this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Second Alibi: The Banality of Life can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who
have those short extra time problems.

Gary Games:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV thewhole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Second Alibi: The Banality of Life
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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