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We live in a world defined by materials. Man lived through the Stone Age, the Bronze Age, the Iron Age,
then the Silicon Age. The availability of critical materials has always defined our societies. Access to a
special material, through pure luck or by good planning, has often made the difference between win or lose,
life or death, or simply comfort or hardship. In the following pages are shown examples where the
availability of critical materials has determined how things turn out.
This short book describes a dozen or so cases where availability, accident or luck has led to a new material.
Each example is discussed in a few short pages to make for easy reading, but also to teach a little of the
basics of the science of the materials.
In the past, materials have often been discovered simply because they were available – the earth had
somehow created and offered them – and all that had to be done was to realize how useful they could be.
Man now thinks himself so clever that he invents new materials – he is so clever. Often, however, his
cleverness depends on simple luck (or serendipity), or simple accident, and it is really a question of being in
the right place at the right time. Instead of being the clever person that discovers what he is looking for, he is
really the lumbering creature whose only merit is to notice what falls into his lap by accident.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Serendipity in Materials Discovery is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jack Cluck:

This Serendipity in Materials Discovery are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Serendipity in Materials Discovery can be among the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Serendipity in
Materials Discovery giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Rosa Milliken:

Serendipity in Materials Discovery can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Serendipity in Materials Discovery however
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Pamela Postma:

This Serendipity in Materials Discovery is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Serendipity in
Materials Discovery can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
and knowledge.
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