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Michael Ignatieff draws on his extensive experience as a writer and commentator on world affairs to present
a penetrating account of the successes, failures, and prospects of the human rights revolution. Since the
United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, this revolution has brought the
world moral progress and broken the nation-state's monopoly on the conduct of international affairs. But it
has also faced challenges. Ignatieff argues that human rights activists have rightly drawn criticism from Asia,
the Islamic world, and within the West itself for being overambitious and unwilling to accept limits. It is now
time, he writes, for activists to embrace a more modest agenda and to reestablish the balance between the
rights of states and the rights of citizens. Ignatieff begins by examining the politics of human rights,
assessing when it is appropriate to use the fact of human rights abuse to justify intervention in other
countries. He then explores the ideas that underpin human rights, warning that human rights must not
become an idolatry. In the spirit of Isaiah Berlin, he argues that human rights can command universal assent
only if they are designed to protect and enhance the capacity of individuals to lead the lives they wish. By
embracing this approach and recognizing that state sovereignty is the best guarantee against chaos, Ignatieff
concludes, Western nations will have a better chance of extending the real progress of the past fifty years.
Throughout, Ignatieff balances idealism with a sure sense of practical reality earned from his years of travel
in zones of war and political turmoil around the globe. Based on the Tanner Lectures that Ignatieff delivered
at Princeton University's Center for Human Values in 2000, the book includes two chapters by Ignatieff, an
introduction by Amy Gutmann, comments by four leading scholars - K. Anthony Appiah, David A.
Hollinger, Thomas W. Laqueur, and Diane F. Orentlicher - and a response by
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book [ { HUMAN RIGHTS AS POLITICS AND IDOLATRY (UNIVERSITY
CENTER FOR HUMAN VALUES (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Ignatieff, Michael (AUTHOR) Jan-27-2003 [
Paperback ] it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Nancy Jones:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among
the books in the top record in your reading list is [ { HUMAN RIGHTS AS POLITICS AND IDOLATRY
(UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR HUMAN VALUES (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Ignatieff, Michael (AUTHOR)
Jan-27-2003 [ Paperback ]. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Cary Freeman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
for you personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this [ { HUMAN RIGHTS AS POLITICS AND IDOLATRY
(UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR HUMAN VALUES (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Ignatieff, Michael (AUTHOR)
Jan-27-2003 [ Paperback ] can make you really feel more interested to read.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of



news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the [ { HUMAN RIGHTS AS POLITICS AND IDOLATRY (UNIVERSITY CENTER
FOR HUMAN VALUES (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Ignatieff, Michael (AUTHOR) Jan-27-2003 [ Paperback ]
when you necessary it?
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