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Michael Ignatieff draws on his extensive experience as awriter and commentator on world affairs to present
a penetrating account of the successes, failures, and prospects of the human rights revolution. Since the
United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, this revolution has brought the
world moral progress and broken the nation-state's monopoly on the conduct of international affairs. But it
has also faced challenges. Ignatieff argues that human rights activists have rightly drawn criticism from Asia,
the Islamic world, and within the West itself for being overambitious and unwilling to accept limits. It is now
time, he writes, for activists to embrace a more modest agenda and to reestablish the balance between the
rights of states and the rights of citizens.

Ignatieff begins by examining the poalitics of human rights, assessing when it is appropriate to use the fact of
human rights abuse to justify intervention in other countries. He then explores the ideas that underpin human
rights, warning that human rights must not become an idolatry. In the spirit of 1saiah Berlin, he argues that
human rights can command universal assent only if they are designed to protect and enhance the capacity of
individuals to lead the lives they wish. By embracing this approach and recognizing that state sovereignty is
the best guarantee against chaos, Ignatieff concludes, Western nations will have a better chance of extending
the real progress of the past fifty years. Throughout, Ignatieff balances idealism with a sure sense of practical
reality earned from his years of travel in zones of war and political turmoil around the globe.

Based on the Tanner Lectures that Ignatieff delivered at Princeton University's Center for Human Valuesin
2000, the book includes two chapters by Ignatieff, an introduction by Amy Gutmann, comments by four
leading scholars--K. Anthony Appiah, David A. Hollinger, Thomas W. Laqueur, and Diane F. Orentlicher--
and aresponse by Ignatieff.
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From reader reviews:
Mavis Strain:

The book Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you could give for each other; it is possible to share al of these. Book Human Rights as Politics and |dolatry
has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous
world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

lda Vanwormer:

Here thing why this specific Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good however it dependsin the content from it which isthe content is as tasty
asfood or not. Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Human Rights as Politics and
Idolatry. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere
likein area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry in e-book can be your alternative.

Donald Bonilla:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is actually Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry.

Charles Montidl:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to doisjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry. This book and that
isqualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right
up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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