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At once a unique textbook for methods courses and a major contribution to sociological theory, this book
teaches students the principles of research and how to construct and test theories. It brings coherence to the
study of methods by presenting four major approaches to experimentation: survey research, participant
observation, life histories, and unobtrusive measures from a single theoretical point of view, symbolic
interaction. It demonstrates the need for a synthesis between theory and methods, and shows how different
methods limit and aff ect research results.

Denzin's argues that no single method, theory, or observer can capture all that is relevant or important in
reality. He argues for the use of triangulation and for a view of theory and methods as "concept sensitizers."
His approach enables sociologists to acquire specifi c facts about a particular situation while simultaneously
elevating these to the level of shared meaning.

The author shows students how to proceed with research, bringing sharply into focus the possibilities and
their limitations. Since his view is integrated rather than eclectic, this is much more than a "how to do it"
manual. Denzin points out aspects of research that fall outside the scope of a given method yet aff ect results,
and emphasizes the need to employ several methods to cross-check each other. The Research Act covers all
the content of conventional methods courses. The presentation is exciting and imaginative, and provides a
thorough review of major sociological methods, a cogent statement about approaches to sociological inquiry,
and a source from which a understanding of the problems of research can be derived.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Gaston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological
Methods. Try to the actual book The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods as
your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Deborah Mazzarella:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological
Methods was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to
Sociological Methods is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods. You
never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

William Kirby:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods can be
very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Joy Carlson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological
Methods it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were



enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book has high quality.
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