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In this paradigm-shifting volume, Allan C. Carlson identifies and examines four distinct cycles of strength or
weakness of American family systems. This distinctly American family model includes early and nearly
universal marriage, high fertility, close attention to parental responsibilities, complementary gender roles,
meaningful intergenerational bonds, and relative stability. Notably, such traits distinguish the “strong”
American family system from the “weak” European model (evident since 1700), which involves late
marriage, a high proportion of the adult population never married, significantly lower fertility, and more
divorces.

The author shows that these cycles of strength and weakness have occurred, until recently, in remarkably
consistent fifty-year swings in the United States since colonial times. The book’s chapters are organized
around these 50-year time frames. There have been four family cycles of strength and decline since 1630,
each one lasting about one hundred years. The author argues that fluctuations within this cyclical model
derive from intellectual, economic, cultural, and religious influences, which he explores in detail, and
supports with considerable evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

The ability that you get from Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life,
1630-2000 (Marriage and Family Studies) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide
within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000
(Marriage and Family Studies) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000
(Marriage and Family Studies) instantly.

Jennifer Jones:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free time/
holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that
you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the e-book untitled Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000
(Marriage and Family Studies) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Lonnie Hammer:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal
in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000 (Marriage and Family Studies) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American
Domestic Life, 1630-2000 (Marriage and Family Studies) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Margaret Gray:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for



the Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000 (Marriage and
Family Studies) when you desired it?
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