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William Henry Devereaux, Jr., spiritually suited to playing left field but forced by a bad hamstring to try first
base, is the unlikely chairman of the English department at West Central Pennsylvania University. Over the
course of a single convoluted week, he threatens to execute a duck, has his nose slashed by a feminist poet,
discovers that his secretary writes better fiction than he does, suspects his wife of having an affair with his
dean, and finally confronts his philandering elderly father, the one-time king of American Literary Theory, at
an abandoned amusement park.

Such is the canvas of Richard Russo's Straight Man, a novel of surpassing wit, poignancy, and insight. As
he established in his previous books -- Mohawk, The Risk Pool, and Nobody's Fool -- Russo is unique
among contemporary authors for his ability to flawlessly capture the soul of the wise guy and the heart of a
difficult parent. In Hank Devereaux, Russo has created a hero whose humor and identification with the
absurd are mitigated only by his love for his family, friends, and, ultimately, knowledge itself.

Unforgettable, compassionate, and laugh-out-loud funny, Straight Man cements Richard Russo's reputation
as one of the master storytellers of our time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

This Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage Contemporaries) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage Contemporaries) without we recognize teach the one who studying it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage
Contemporaries) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage
Contemporaries) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Michael Mantz:

Typically the book Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage Contemporaries) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage
Contemporaries) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Brooke Fisher:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage Contemporaries)
can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage
Contemporaries).

Jackie Lund:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage
Contemporaries) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Straight Man: A Novel (Vintage Contemporaries) to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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