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In this groundbreaking study, Zimmerman explores the town meeting form of government in all New
England states. This comprehensive work relies heavily upon surveys of town officers and citizens,
interviews, and mastery of the scattered writing on the subject. Zimmerman finds that the stereotypes of the
New England open town meeting advanced by its critics are a serious distortion of reality. He shows that
voter superintendence of town affairs has proven to be effective, and there is no empirical evidence that
thousands of small towns and cities with elected councils are governed better. Whereas the relatively small
voter attendance suggests that interest groups can control town meetings, their influence has been offset
effectively by the development of town advisory committees, particularly the finance committee and the
planning board, which are effective counterbalances to pressure groups.

Zimmerman provides a new conception of town meeting democracy, positing that the meeting is a de facto
representative legislative body with two safety valves?open access to all voters and the initiative to add
articles to the warrant, and the calling of special meetings to reconsider decisions made at the preceding town
meeting. And, as Zimmerman points out, a third safety valve?the protest referendum?can be adopted by a
town meeting.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Jennings:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some
sort of book The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action. You can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Emma Lavigne:

This The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This specific The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action without we recognize teach the one
who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The New England
Town Meeting: Democracy in Action can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The New England Town
Meeting: Democracy in Action having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Alice Rodriguez:

The guide with title The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action includes a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Bonnie Parker:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The New England Town
Meeting: Democracy in Action or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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