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It has always been understood that the 1848 discovery of gold in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada
influenced the battle over the admission of California to the Union. But now, in this revelatory study, award-
winning historian Leonard L. Richards makes clear the links between the Gold Rush and many of the
regional crises in the lead-up to the Civil War.

Richards explains how Southerners envisioned California as a new market for slaves and saw themselves
importing their own slaves to dig for gold, only to be frustrated by California’s passage of a state constitution
that prohibited slavery. Still, they schemed to tie California to the South with a southern-routed
transcontinental railroad and worked to split off the southern half as a separate slave state. We see how the
Gold Rush influenced the squabbling over the Gadsden Purchase, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise, and various attempts to take Cuba and Nicaragua. We meet David Broderick, a
renegade New York Democrat who became a force in San Francisco politics in 1849, and his archrival
William Gwin, a major Mississippi slaveholder and politician who arrived in California with the intent of
making it a slave state and himself one of its first senators. Richards recounts the Washington battles
involving Taylor, Clay, Calhoun, Douglas, Davis, Webster, Fillmore, and others, as well as the fiery
California political battles, feuds, duels, and perhaps outright murder as the state came shockingly close to
being divided in two.

When war did break out efforts were made to push California to secede, but there was little general
enthusiasm for secession, and many prominent Southerners went off to join the Confederate Army. And with
the South out of the Union, the Pacific Railroad Act passed, insuring a comfortably northern route.
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From reader reviews:

Mindy Marcotte:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The California Gold
Rush and the Coming of the Civil War? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Sharon Edwards:

The book The California Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
California Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book The California Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Hill:

Here thing why that The California Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. The California Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with The California Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The California
Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War in e-book can be your option.

Gerald McMullen:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The California Gold Rush and the Coming of the Civil War offer you a new



experience in examining a book.
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