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The only major U.S. railroad to be operated by westerners and the only railroad built from west to east, the
Southern Pacific acquired a unique history and character. It also acquired a reputation, especially in
California, as a railroad that people loved to hate. This magisterial history tells the full story of the Southern
Pacific for the first time, shattering myths about the company that have prevailed to this day. A landmark
account, Sunset Limited explores the railroad's development and influence—especially as it affected land
settlement, agriculture, water policy, and the environment—and offers a new perspective on the tremendous,
often surprising, role the company played in shaping the American West.

Based on his unprecedented and extensive research into the company's historical archives, Richard Orsi finds
that, contrary to conventional understanding, the Southern Pacific Company identified its corporate well-
being with population growth and social and economic development in the railroad's hinterland. As he traces
the complex and shifting intersections between corporate and public interest, Orsi documents the railroad's
little-known promotion of land distribution, small-scale farming, scientific agriculture, and less wasteful
environmental practices and policies—including water conservation and wilderness and recreational
parklands preservation.

Meticulously researched, lucidly written, and judiciously balanced, Sunset Limited opens a new window onto
the American West in a crucial phase of its development and will forever change our perceptions of one of
the largest and most important western corporations in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Reavis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Sunset Limited: The Southern Pacific
Railroad and the Development of the American West, 1850-1930 is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Roxanne Harrelson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Sunset Limited: The Southern Pacific Railroad and the Development
of the American West, 1850-1930 as your daily resource information.

Therese Webb:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Sunset Limited: The Southern Pacific Railroad and the Development of the American West, 1850-1930.

Neil Nilsson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Sunset Limited: The Southern Pacific Railroad and the Development of the American West, 1850-
1930 will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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