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An illuminating look at the many forms of poetry's essential excellence by James Longenbach, a writer
with "an ear as subtle and assured as any American poet now writing" (John Koethe)

"This book proposes some of the virtues to which the next poem might aspire: boldness, change,
compression, dilation, doubt, excess, inevitability, intimacy, otherness, particularity, restraint, shyness,
surprise, and worldliness. The word ‘virtue' came to English from Latin, via Old French, and while it has
acquired a moral valence, the word in its earliest uses gestured toward a magical or transcendental power, a
power that might be embodied by any particular substance or act. With vices I am not concerned. Unlike the
short-term history of taste, which is fueled by reprimand or correction, the history of art moves from
achievement to achievement. Contemporary embodiments of poetry's virtues abound, and only our devotion
to a long history of excellence allows us to recognize them." –from James Longenbach's preface

The Virtues of Poetry is a resplendent and ultimately moving work of twelve interconnected essays, each of
which describes the way in which a particular excellence is enacted in poetry. Longenbach closely reads
poems by Shakespeare, Donne, Blake, Keats, Dickinson, Yeats, Pound, Bishop, and Ashbery (among
others), sometimes exploring the ways in which these writers transmuted the material of their lives into art,
and always emphasizing that the notions of excellence we derive from art are fluid, never fixed. Provocative,
funny, and astute, The Virtues of Poetry is indispensable for readers, teachers, and writers. Longenbach
reminds us that poetry delivers meaning in exacting ways, and that it is through its precision that we
experience this art's lasting virtues.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Virtues of Poetry book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

George Hardy:

This The Virtues of Poetry are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason of this The Virtues of Poetry can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Virtues of Poetry forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Julia Flowers:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Virtues of Poetry,
you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Michelle Bachman:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Virtues of Poetry we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Virtues of Poetry. You can more
pleasing than now.
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