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Under the leadership of Mazu Daoyi (709-788) and his numerous disciples, the Hongzhou School emerged
as the dominant tradition of Chan (Zen) Buddhism in China during the middle part of the Tang dynasty(618-
907). Mario Poceski offers a systematic examination of the Hongzhou School's momentous growth and rise
to preeminence as the bearer of Chan orthodoxy, and analyzes its doctrines against the backdrop of the
intellectual and religious milieus of Tang China. Poceski demonstrates that the Hongzhou School represented
the first emergence of an empire-wide Chan tradition that had strongholds throughout China and replaced the
various fragmented Schools of early Chan with an inclusive orthodoxy.

Poceski's study is based on the earliest strata of permanent sources, rather than on the later apocryphal
"encounter dialogue" stories regularly used to construe widely-accepted but historically unwarranted
interpretations about the nature of Chan in the Tang dynasty. He challenges the traditional and popularly-
accepted view of the Hongzhou School as a revol utionary movement that rejected mainstream mores and
teachings, charting anew path for Chan's independent growth as a unique Buddhist tradition. This view, he
argues, rests on a misreading of key elements of the Hongzhou School's history. Rather than acting as an
unorthodox movement, the Hongzhou School's success was actually based largely on its ability to mediate
tensions between traditionalist and iconoclastic tendencies. Going beyond conventional romanticized
interpretations that highlight the radical character of the Hongzhou School, Poceski shows that there was
much greater continuity between early and classical Chan-and between the Hongzhou School and the rest of
Tang Buddhism-than previously thought.
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From reader reviews:
Gail Rodriguez:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Ordinary Mind as the Way: The
Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism. All type of book isit possible to see on many options.
Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Candice Foushee:

This Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This particular Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth
of Chan Buddhism without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan
Buddhism can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves become full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the
Growth of Chan Buddhism having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Byron Hiebert:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Ordinary Mind
as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by renowned writer in thisera. Typically the book untitled Ordinary Mind as the Way: The
Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhismis the main of several books that everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new age that you ever know before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, therefore al of people
can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about
thisworld now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Catherine Graziani:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou
School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt
Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism as good book not



simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by itsinclude,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of! ? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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