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In the 1970s sitcom The Odd Couple, Felix and Oscar argue over a racing greyhound that Oscar won in a bet.
Animal lover Felix wants to keep the dog as a pet; gambling enthusiast Oscar wants to race it. This dilemma
fairly reflects America's attitude toward greyhound racing.

This book, the first cultural history of greyhound racing in America, charts the sport's meteoric rise-and
equally meteoric decline-against the backdrop of changes in American culture during the last century.
Gwyneth Anne Thayer takes us from its origins in "coursing" in England, through its postwar heyday, and up
to its current state of near-extinction. Her entertaining account offers fresh insight into the development of
American sport and leisure, the rise of animal advocacy, and the unique place that dogs hold in American
life.

Thayer describes greyhound racing's dynamic growth in the 1920s in places like Saint Louis, Chicago, and
New Orleans, then explores its phenomenal popularity in Florida, where promoters exploited its remote
association with the upper class and helped foster a celebrity culture around it. By the end of the century
media reports of alleged animal cruelty had surfaced as well as competition from other gaming pursuits such
as state lotteries and Indian casinos. Greyhound racing became so suspect that even Homer Simpson derided
it.

In exploring the socioeconomic, political, and ideological factors that fueled the rise and fall of dog racing in
America, Thayer has consulted participants and critics alike in order to present both sides of a contentious
debate. She examines not only the impact of animal protectionists, but also suspected underworld ties,
longstanding tensions between dogmen and track owners over racing contracts, and the evolving relationship
between consumerism and dogs. She captures the sport's glory days in dozens of photographs that recall its
coursing past or show celebrities like Frank Sinatra and Babe Ruth with winning racing hounds. Thayer also
records the growth of the adoption movement that rescues ex-racers from possible euthanasia.

Today there are fewer than half as many greyhound tracks, in half as many states, as there were 10 years
ago-and half of them are in Florida. Thayer's in-depth, meticulously balanced account is an intriguing look at
this singular activity and will teach readers as much about American cultural behavior as about racing
greyhounds.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will require this Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and American Popular Culture
(Culture America (Hardcover)).

Latoya Jones:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and American
Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing,
Animal Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal
Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Devin Glass:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Going to the Dogs: Greyhound
Racing, Animal Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture America
(Hardcover)) become your own personal starter.

Della Francis:

Beside this particular Going to the Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and American Popular
Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't



become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Going to the
Dogs: Greyhound Racing, Animal Activism, and American Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover))
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!
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