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How is consciousness created? When did it first appear on Earth, and how did it evolve? What constitutes
consciousness, and which animals can be said to be sentient? In this book, Todd Feinberg and Jon Mallatt

draw on recent scientific findings to answer these questions -- and to tackle the most fundamental question
about the nature of consciousness: how does the material brain create subjective experience?

After assembling alist of the biological and neurobiological features that seem responsible for
consciousness, and considering the fossil record of evolution, Feinberg and Mallatt argue that consciousness
appeared much earlier in evolutionary history than is commonly assumed. About 520 to 560 million years
ago, they explain, the great "Cambrian explosion" of animal diversity produced the first complex brains,
which were accompanied by the first appearance of consciousness; simple reflexive behaviors evolved into a
unified inner world of subjective experiences. From this they deduce that all vertebrates are and have always
been conscious -- not just humans and other mammals, but also every fish, reptile, amphibian, and bird.
Considering invertebrates, they find that arthropods (including insects and probably crustaceans) and
cephalopods (including the octopus) meet many of the criteriafor consciousness. The obvious and
conventional wisdom--shattering implication isthat consciousness evolved simultaneously but independently
in the first vertebrates and possibly arthropods more than half a billion years ago. Combining evolutionary,
neurobiological, and philosophical approaches allows Feinberg and Mallatt to offer an original solution to
the "hard problem” of consciousness.
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From reader reviews:
Roberto Senn:

This The Ancient Origins of Consciousness. How the Brain Created Experience (MIT Press) is great guide
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we
can declare no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole dataiin it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Ancient Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain Created Experience
(MIT Press) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve aready do
that. So, thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Jack Michaud:

This The Ancient Origins of Consciousness. How the Brain Created Experience (MIT Press) is fresh way for
you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Ancient Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain Created Experience (MIT Press) can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel dleepy even dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So thereisn't any in reading a
book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss this!
Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Rita Beatty:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book The Ancient Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain Created
Experience (MIT Press) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike now,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Sherry Francis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Ancient Origins of
Consciousness: How the Brain Created Experience (MIT Press).
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