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John Neary shows that the theological dichotomy of via negativa (which posits the authentic experience of
God as absence, darkness, silence) and via affirmativa (which emphasizes presence, images, and the sounds
of the earth) is an overlooked key to examining and comparing the works of John Fowles and John Updike.

Drawing on his extensive knowledge of both Christian and secular existentialism within the modern theol ogy
of Barth and Levinas and the contemporary critical theory of Derridaand J. Hillis Miller, Neary
demonstrates the ultimate affinity of these authors who at first appear such opposites. He makes clear that
Fowles's postmodernist, metafictional experiments reflect the stark existentialism of Camus and Sartre while
Updike' s socia realism recalls Kierkegaard' s empirical faith in a generous God within akind of Christian
deconstructionism.

Neary’s perception of uncanny similarities between the two authors—whose respective careers are marked
by a series of novelsthat structurally and thematically parallel each other—and the authors' shared long-term
interest in existentialism and theology support both his critical comparison and his argument that neither
author is "philosophically more sophisticated nor aesthetically more daring.”
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From reader reviews:
John Frank:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Something and Nothingness: The Fiction of John Updike and John Fowles book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding Something and Nothingness: The Fiction of John Updike and John Fowles content
conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Something and Nothingness: The
Fiction of John Updike and John Fowlesis not |oveable to be your top list reading book?

Donald Murphy:

Reading a book being new life stylein this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Something and Nothingness: The Fiction of John Updike and John Fowles offer you a new experiencein
reading a book.

Pamela Watkins:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Something and Nothingness:
The Fiction of John Updike and John Fowles can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

David M cCabe:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Something and Nothingness: The Fiction of John Updike and
John Fowles can give you alot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Something and Nothingness: The Fiction of John Updike and John Fowles.
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