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In Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930–1975, Peter C. Murray contributes to the history of American
Christianity and the Civil Rights movement by examining a national institution—the Methodist Church (after
1968 the United Methodist Church)—and how it dealt with the racial conflict centered in the South. Murray
begins his study by tracing American Methodism from its beginnings to the secession of many African
Americans from the church and the establishment of separate northern and southern denominations in the
nineteenth century. He then details the reconciliation and compromise of many of these segments in 1939
that led to the unification of the church. This compromise created the racially segregated church that
Methodists struggled to eliminate over the next thirty years.

During the Civil Rights movement, American churches confronted issues of racism that they had previously
ignored. No church experienced this confrontation more sharply than the Methodist Church. When
Methodists reunited their northern and southern halves in 1939, their new church constitution created a
segregated church structure that posed significant issues for Methodists during the Civil Rights movement.

Of the six jurisdictional conferences that made up the Methodist Church, only one was not based on a
geographic region: the Central Jurisdiction, a separate conference for “all Negro annual conferences.” This
Jim Crow arrangement humiliated African American Methodists and embarrassed their liberal white allies
within the church. The Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision awakened many white
Methodists from their complacent belief that the church could conform to the norms of the South without
consequences among its national membership.

Murray places the struggle of the Methodist Church within the broader context of the history of race relations
in the United States. He shows how the effort to destroy the barriers in the church were mirrored in the work
being done by society to end segregation. Immensely readable and free of jargon, Methodists and the
Crucible of Race, 1930–1975, will be of interest to a broad audience, including those interested in the Civil
Rights movement and American church history.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Reynolds:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Methodists and
the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
additional opinion?

William Chestnut:

The book Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like wide open and read a book Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Brian Seery:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-
1975 book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Kathryn Hebert:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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