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Anne-Marie Oomen uses a wealth of vivid language and personal details to bring scenes from her childhood
on a family farm to life in House of Fields. Yet the focus of this book shifts away from the daily activities of
the farm, which Oomen presented in Pulling Down the Barn, to life outside its boundaries, as she explores
the complex meaning of "education" in all of its rural forms. From reading lessons to shattered windows,
from dynamite to first kisses, from lost underwear to confirmation names, these stories depict the spiritual
and emotional journey of being educated by family, fields, and church-as well as by traditional schools.

Oomen's description of the farmhouse where she grew up becomes the central image for this collection of
essays. This once-grand home, filled with memories and the physical wear of family life, is the soul of her
family's farm, and its sense of nurturing and protection is reflected in the author's relationships to her mother,
her teachers, and her mentors. Within this context, Oomen examines memories from her formal education,
which began during the final years of the one-room school era then shifted to the "consolidated" schools of
the late 1950s and 1960s and to a parochial school system. Struggles with reading, first friendships, early
loves, and contradictory educational models are coupled with the challenges of coming of age and the ups
and downs of an emotional education between mother and daughter. Fans and teachers of creative nonfiction,
as well as anyone with roots in a rural community, will enjoy this lyrical and revealing volume.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robbins:

This House of Fields: Memories of a Rural Education (Great Lakes Books Series) book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This particular House of Fields: Memories of a Rural Education (Great
Lakes Books Series) without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry House of Fields: Memories of a Rural Education (Great Lakes
Books Series) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This House of Fields: Memories of a Rural Education (Great
Lakes Books Series) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Roger Sowa:

The book untitled House of Fields: Memories of a Rural Education (Great Lakes Books Series) contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go
through.

Wilma Richards:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at, not
only science book but in addition novel and House of Fields: Memories of a Rural Education (Great Lakes
Books Series) as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide,
any other book likes House of Fields: Memories of a Rural Education (Great Lakes Books Series) to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Sandra Birk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually House of Fields:
Memories of a Rural Education (Great Lakes Books Series).
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