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Even in this age of extreme sports and made-for-TV survival games, there still exist places on earth where
the most intrepid among us can plunge into truly unknown territory. The acclaimed adventure writer Peter
Stark had waited all hislife for just such an opportunity. But when he was invited to Africato join asmall
expedition kayaking down Mozambique' s Lugenda River, he balked. The 750-kilometer rivercourse was
largely uncharted—dotted with rapids, waterfalls, and home to deadly crocodiles and hippos; two of hisfour
travel companions were not skilled kayakers; and he had afamily to think of, (not to mention that at forty-
eight, he himself was feeling a bit old for the life untamed). Suppressing inner doubts and driven by that
most human of urges-to see what lies beyond the next bend-Stark signed on for the adventure of alifetime.

At the Mercy of the River is Stark’ s harrowing, insightful account of this venture into the unknown. “Why,”
he muses between capsizes in the Lugenda s croc-infested waters, “ are humans compelled to explore?’ The
expedition’ s five distinct—and sometimes clashing—personalities provide individual answersto that question.

Equipped with only the most rudimentary comforts and lacking the customary explorer’s gun, the party
encounters breathtaking natural splendor, rich wildlife, and villages little affected by modern life. Ever aware
that they are following in the metaphorical footsteps of great explorers of the past—Vasco da Gama, Mungo
Park, 1bn Battuta, David Livingstone, and other men of adventure who bridged Africa and the West—Stark
shares these explorers’ stories with us, finding a common thread linking his experience with theirs. Using
their accounts, his travails on the Lugenda River, and the insights of wilderness philosophers such as Henry
David Thoreau, Stark attempts to understand the very nature of “exploration” while pondering the question,
Where will we go when our wilderness vanishes?

At the Mercy of the River is at turns inspiring, heart-thumping, and even amusing. But most of all, itisa
riveting adventure story for atime when adventure is in danger of losing its meaning.
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From reader reviews:
Misty Barrientos:

The book At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness can give more
knowledge and al so the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
good thing like abook At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness? A humber
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many datafor us. Itis
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share al of these. Book At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration
of the Last African Wilderness has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can look the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Carolyn Cook:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important normally. The book At the Mercy of the River: An
Exploration of the Last African Wilderness has been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication At the Mercy of the
River: An Exploration of the Last African Wildernessis not only giving you more new information but also
to be your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship using the book At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness.
Y ou never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

CharlesGray:

This At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read alot of
information you will get. This At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness
without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness can bring any time you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness
having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Ronda Powers;

This At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness tend to be reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration
of the Last African Wilderness can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your earlier



knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day task. So, let's have it appreciate reading.
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