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A son's personal exploration of one of the most influential--and troubled--artistic couples of the
twentieth century

Stephen Spender's life, with all its secrets, successes, and contradictions, is a vivid prism through which to
view the twentieth century. He made friends with W. H. Auden and Christopher Isherwood while at Oxford,
and together the three had wild adventures in Europe, where they became early critics of Hitler and the rise
of fascism. Like his friends, Stephen was drawn to other men, yet he eventually married Natasha Litvin, an
ambitious young concert pianist, and they started a family.

Matthew Spender grew up in postwar England as the child of two celebrated artists deeply immersed in the
political and cultural life of their times. Taught how to use adjectives by Auden and raised among an
influential elite, Matthew led what might have been a charmed existence were it not for the tensions within
his own household. His father, always susceptible to the allure of young men, was unable either to stop
himself for the sake of his family or to reveal his secret; and his mother's suffering led her on a strange
introspective quest of her own. Drawing on a wide range of unpublished letters and diaries, secret
documents, and youthful memories, A House in St John's Wood is Matthew's remarkably clear-eyed attempt
to make sense of the many conflicting messages of his unconventional youth and a deeply felt portrait of his
magnetic father and guarded mother.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Brackett:

This book untitled A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Kim Gray:

The particular book A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book A House in St John's Wood: In
Search of My Parents is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jessie Orlando:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Marc Medina:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is A House in St
John's Wood: In Search of My Parents.
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