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THE GRAPHIC CANON (Seven Stories Press) is a gorgeous, one-of-a-kind trilogy that brings classic
literatures of the world together with legendary graphic artists and illustrators. There are more than 130
illustrators represented and 190 literary works over three volumes—many newly commissioned, some hard
to find—reinterpreted here for readers and collectors of all ages.

Volume 1 takes us on a visual tour from the earliest literature through the end of the 1700s. Along the way,
we're treated to eye-popping renditions of the human race's greatest epics: Gilgamesh, The Iliad, The
Odyssey (in watercolors by Gareth Hinds), The Aeneid, Beowulf, and The Arabian Nights, plus later
epics The Divine Comedy and The Canterbury Tales (both by legendary illustrator and graphic designer
Seymour Chwast), Paradise Lost, and Le Morte D'Arthur. Two of ancient Greece's greatest plays are
adapted—the tragedy Medea by Euripides and Tania Schrag’s uninhibited rendering of the very bawdy
comedy Lysistrata by Aristophanes (the text of which is still censored in many textbooks). Also included is
Robert Crumb’s rarely-seen adaptation of James Boswell’s London Journal, filled with philosophical debate
and lowbrow debauchery.

Religious literature is well-covered and well-illustrated, with the Books of Daniel and Esther from the Old
Testament, Rick Geary’s awe-inspiring new rendition of the Book of Revelation from the New Testament,
the Tao te Ching, Rumi’s Sufi poetry, Hinduism’s Mahabharata, and the Mayan holy book Popol Vuh,
illustrated by Roberta Gregory. The Eastern canon gets its due, with The Tale of Genji (the world’s first
novel, done in full-page illustrations reminiscent of Aubrey Beardsley), three poems from China’s golden
age of literature lovingly drawn by pioneering underground comics artist Sharon Rudahl, the Tibetan Book
of the Dead, a Japanese Noh play, and other works from Asia.

Two of Shakespeare’s greatest plays (King Lear and A Midsummer Night’s Dream) and two of his sonnets
are here, as are Plato’s Symposium, Gulliver’s Travels, Candide, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman,
Renaissance poetry of love and desire, and Don Quixote visualized by the legendary Will Eisner.

Some unexpected twists in this volume include a Native American folktale, an Incan play, Sappho’s poetic
fragments, bawdy essays by Benjamin Franklin, the love letters of Abelard and Heloise, and the decadent
French classic Dangerous Liaisons, as illustrated by Molly
Crabapple.

 
Edited by Russ Kick, The Graphic Canon is an extraordinary collection that will continue with Volume 2:
"Kubla Khan" to the Bronte Sisters to The Picture of Dorian Gray in Summer 2012, and Volume 3:
From Heart of Darkness to Hemingway to Infinite Jest in Fall 2012. A boxed set of all three volumes will
also be published in Fall 2012.
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From reader reviews:

Donovan Houseman:

This The Graphic Canon, Vol. 1: From the Epic of Gilgamesh to Shakespeare to Dangerous Liaisons (The
Graphic Canon Series) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this The Graphic Canon, Vol. 1: From the Epic of Gilgamesh to Shakespeare to Dangerous
Liaisons (The Graphic Canon Series) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Graphic Canon, Vol. 1: From the Epic of Gilgamesh to
Shakespeare to Dangerous Liaisons (The Graphic Canon Series) giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Peter Mullins:

The reason why? Because this The Graphic Canon, Vol. 1: From the Epic of Gilgamesh to Shakespeare to
Dangerous Liaisons (The Graphic Canon Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Frances Wiggins:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Graphic Canon, Vol. 1: From the
Epic of Gilgamesh to Shakespeare to Dangerous Liaisons (The Graphic Canon Series) can be the response,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Mattie Priest:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Graphic Canon, Vol. 1: From the Epic
of Gilgamesh to Shakespeare to Dangerous Liaisons (The Graphic Canon Series). This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this



reserve you can get many advantages.
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