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Of the approximately 38,500 deaths by suicide in the U.S. annually, about two percent?between 750 and
800?are murder-suicides. The horror of murder-suicides looms large in the public consciousness?they are
reported in the media with more frequency and far more sensationalism than most suicides, and yet we have
little understanding of this grave form of violence. In The Perversion of Virtue, leading suicide researcher
Thomas Joiner explores the nature of murder-suicide and offers a unique new theory to explain this nearly
unexplainable act: that murder-suicides always involve the wrongheaded invocation of one of four
interpersonal virtues: mercy, justice, duty, and glory. The parent who murders his child and then himself
seeks to save his child from a fatherless life of hardship; the wife who murders her husband and then herself
seeks to right the wrongs he committed against her, and so on.

Murder-suicides involve the gross misperception of when and how these four virtues should be applied.
Drawing from extensive research as well as real examples from the media, Joiner meticulously examines,
deconstructs, and finally rebuilds our understanding of murder-suicide in such a way that brings tragic reason
to what may seem an unfathomable act of violence. Along the way, he dispels some of the most enduring
myths of suicide?for instance, that suicide is usually an impulsive act (it is almost always pre-meditated), or
that alcohol or drugs are involved in most suicides (usually they are not). Sure to be controversial, this
audiobook seeks to make sense of one of the most difficult-to-comprehend types of violence in modern
society, shedding new light that will ultimately lead to better understanding and even prevention.
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

The book The Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide to be your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a publication The Perversion of Virtue:
Understanding Murder-Suicide. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Marcus Galvan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this The Perversion
of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide.

Kathy Vaughn:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-
Suicide it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book has high quality.

Carmen Hamm:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition



to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Perversion of Virtue: Understanding Murder-Suicide can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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