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Conventional wisdom has the Korean War putting the “O” in NATO. Prior to that time, from the signing of
the North Atlantic Treaty on April 4, 1949, to the North Korean invasion of South Korea on June 25, 1950,
the Treaty allies were just going through the motions of establishing an organization. Historian Lawrence
Kaplan argues that this is a mistaken view, and he fills significant blanks in the record of 1949 and 1950,
which NATO officials and analysts alike have largely ignored.

When the Treaty was signed, the United States hailed the end of its isolationist tradition, as it recognized the
necessity of devising new means to cope with the menace of Soviet-led Communism. It was interested in
creating a new order in the Old World that would open the way to a united Europe. Toward this end, the
allies crafted a transatlantic bargain. In its simplest form, the bargain involved a U.S. commitment to rebuild,
economically and militarily, a Western Europe devastated by World War II. In exchange for America’s
abandonment of its customary abstention from Europe, the Western allies would take steps to end Europe’s
traditional divisions and integrate its resources on every level. The sheer magnitude of the mutual obligations
received widespread attention on both sides of the Atlantic as well as within the Communist bloc. The
Korean War’s impact on the development of the organization marginalized the prewar history of NATO.

Kaplan asserts that the Korean War was not needed to convert the alliance into an organization, as it was
already in place on June 25, 1950. The progress of NATO’s development was often improvised and untidy,
and “the first crude tools of the organization,” as Dean Acheson noted, had been cast by the end of the
London meeting of the North Atlantic Council in May 1950. The seeds of major changes took the form of
the supreme allied commanders, and a civilian coordinating body could be found in negotiations conducted
during the winter and spring of 1950. The origins of the “O” in NATO are found in the text of the North
Atlantic Treaty, in Article 9, under whose auspices new responsibilities were justified.
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From reader reviews:

David Lussier:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book NATO before the Korean War: April 1949–june 1950 (New
Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations) has been making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book NATO before the Korean War: April
1949–june 1950 (New Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book NATO before the Korean War: April
1949–june 1950 (New Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations). You never feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Steven Ward:

This book untitled NATO before the Korean War: April 1949–june 1950 (New Studies in U.S. Foreign
Relations) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store
or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past
this book from your list.

John McKeever:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this NATO before the Korean War: April 1949–june 1950 (New Studies in U.S. Foreign Relations).

Pamela Dodge:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By book NATO before the Korean War: April 1949–june 1950 (New Studies in U.S.
Foreign Relations) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person
must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be



doubt to change your life at this book NATO before the Korean War: April 1949–june 1950 (New Studies in
U.S. Foreign Relations). You can more attractive than now.
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