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The chaotic state of today's health care is the result of an explosion of effective medical technologies. Rising
costs will continue to trouble U.S. health care in the coming decades, but new molecular strategies may
eventually contain costs. As life expectancy is dramatically extended by molecular medicine, a growing
population of the aged will bring new problems. In the next fifty years genetic intervention will shift the
focus of medicine in the United States from repairing the ravages of disease to preventing the onset of
disease. Understanding the role of genes in human health, says Dr. William B. Schwartz, is the driving force
that will change the direction of medical care, and the age-old dream of life without disease may come close
to realization by the middle of the next century. Medical care in 2050 will be vastly more effective, Schwartz
maintains, and it may also be less expensive than the resource-intensive procedures such as coronary bypass
surgery that medicine relies on today.

Schwartz's alluring prospect of a medical utopia raises urgent questions, however. What are the scientific and
public policy obstacles that must be overcome if such a goal is to become a reality? Restrictions on access
imposed by managed care plans, the corporatization of charitable health care institutions, the increasing
numbers of citizens without health insurance, the problems with malpractice insurance, and the threatened
Medicare bankruptcy—all are the legacy of medicine's great progress in mastering the human body and
society's inability to assimilate that mastery into existing economic, ethical, and legal structures. And if the
average American life span is 130 years, a genuine possibility by 2050, what social and economic problems
will result?

Schwartz examines the forces that have brought us to the current health care state and shows how those same
forces will exert themselves in the decades ahead. Focusing on the inextricable link between scientific
progress and health policy, he encourages a careful examination of these two forces in order to determine the
kind of medical utopia that awaits us. The decisions we make will affect not only our own care, but also the
system of care we bequeath to our children.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Poteat:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to
endure than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Life
without Disease: The Pursuit of Medical Utopia book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Terry Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one together
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Life without Disease: The Pursuit of Medical Utopia is
kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jon Gonzalez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Life without
Disease: The Pursuit of Medical Utopia.

Stacy Abercrombie:

Life without Disease: The Pursuit of Medical Utopia can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Life without Disease: The Pursuit
of Medical Utopia although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
new stage of crucial considering.
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