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There has been a distinct trend in modern thought to be deeply suspicious and critical of the human mind's
ability to gain genuine access to any reality that transcends the world or the mind. As such, much modern
reflection on the mind's relationship to a transcendent God has either banished God from the realm of the
cognitively accessible or found ways to evacuate God of his transcendence, and reduce God to a concept or
idea in the mind. In this book, Paul Macdonald directly challenges negative modern understandings of the
mind's relationship to God.

Knowledge and the Transcendent advances the provocative claim that the human mind is not "bounded" on
the outside but actually remains "open" to the world and to God. As such, the mind is able to know the world
and God with varying degrees of objectivity. The author turns to the philosophical theology of Thomas
Aquinas in order to explicate as well as defend important claims that Aquinas makes about human cognition
as well as our knowledge of God.

In this life, while we cannot know or 'see' God directly, we nevertheless can enjoy some knowledge of God
by way of reason and faith, both of which are cognitive capacities for forming and holding true beliefs about
God. Consequently, Macdonald argues that Aquinas, as properly interpreted, provides powerful
philosophical and theological resources for rehabilitating the mind's relationship to God and thus also
safeguarding our knowledge of transcendent being and truth.

"A lucid, systematic, brilliant defense of the coherence and plausibility of realist philosophical theology and
a decisive critique of anti-realism and skepticism. This is an ideal text insofar as it engages contemporary
debate while drawing on the history of philosophy, especially the work of Aquinas, to shed light on the
philosophy of God, epistemology, and theories of human nature. This should be read by all those with
interests in philosophy of religion or the disciplines of theology and religious studies today."--Charles A.
Taliaferro, St. Olaf College

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Paul A. Macdonald Jr. is assistant professor of religion at Bucknell University.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"This clearly written, carefully argued work makes a real contribution to the fields of epistemology and
philosophy of mind. . . . Highly recommended." -- J. Jaeger, Choice



"The genius of Knowledge and the Transcendent lies in its question. In a broad sense, the question is how
God can transcend the human and still be known. . . . The book is very good and I recommend it heartily.
The range of scholarship and conversation is impressive, the writing and argumentation solid, and, most
importantly, the therapy unique, necessary, and true." -- R. J. Snell, Christian Scholar's Review

"Macdonald's book demands the attention of philosophers and theologians alike. . . . Knolwedge and the
Transcendent will be integral to the ongoing debate about the nature of analytical Thomism compared to
traditional Thomism." --Nathan R. Strunk, Thomist
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

Within other case, little people like to read book Knowledge and the Transcendent: An Inquiry into the
Mind's Relationship to God. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important the book Knowledge and the Transcendent: An Inquiry into the Mind's
Relationship to God. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kim Deyoung:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Knowledge and the Transcendent: An Inquiry into the Mind's
Relationship to God as the daily resource information.

Marla Brinker:

The book with title Knowledge and the Transcendent: An Inquiry into the Mind's Relationship to God
posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Pamela Bost:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Knowledge and the Transcendent: An Inquiry
into the Mind's Relationship to God publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Knowledge and the Transcendent: An Inquiry into the Mind's Relationship to God as good book not just by
the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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