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Doing business in the antebellum South required a very delicate balancing act - with the central role in the
process played by the coastal merchant. From this vantage point the merchant manipulated the resources
from the up-river suppliers and, through an intricate economic network and banking, provided cotton to the
international brokers. It was, in effect, a closed system on each river under the careful control of the coastal
merchants. This study focuses on the port of Apalachicola, Florida, and the businessmen who created a chain
of international finance and trade in the promotion and distribution of the Old South's major source of
income. "Fair to Middlin'" provides a detailed description of a regional antebellum economy in the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River valley and reinforces the argument that the South was self-sufficient and
not dependent on other regions for its food supply. Willoughby explains how the businessmen associated
with the area's cotton trade coped with the poor conditions of transportation, communication, money and
banking. Early regional economics revolved around the rivers that represented the primary transportation
arteries for trade in the Old South. Cotton businessmen located along the waterway and on the coast neatly
divided the labour necessary to market the region's major source of income. Local money and banking
conditions retarded the economic growth of this frontier area, and only the innovations of these coastal
businessmen enabled the continuance of this vital trade network. The advent of the railroad shattered this
ongoing business arrangement and completely altered the cohesiveness of the river economy. Railroads
fundamentally changed the business customs and trade routes so that boundaries of the once-separate river
economies blurred and eventually faded, gradually leading to an integrated national economy.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Coghlan:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important any book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Terry Palladino:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Fair to
Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Allen Grimm:

Typically the book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River
Valley has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book.
That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Vicky Gamez:

Exactly why? Because this Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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