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The Bible is the bestselling book of all time. It has been venerated&emdash;or excoriated—as God’s word,
but so far no one has read the Bible for what it is: humanity’s diary, chronicling our ancestors’ valiant
attempts to cope with the trials and tribulations of life on Earth.

In The Good Book of Human Nature, evolutionary anthropologist Carel van Schaik and historian Kai Michel
advance a new view of Homo sapiens’ cultural evolution. The Bible, they argue, was written to make sense
of the single greatest change in history: the transition from egalitarian hunter-gatherer to agricultural
societies. Religion arose as a strategy to cope with the unprecedented levels of epidemic disease, violence,
inequality, and injustice that confronted us when we abandoned the bush—and which still confront us today.

Armed with the latest findings from cognitive science, evolutionary biology, archeology, and religious
history, van Schaik and Michel take us on a journey through the Book of Books, from the Garden of Eden all
the way to Golgotha. The Book of Genesis, they reveal, marked the emergence of private property—one can
no longer take the fruit off any tree, as one could before agriculture. The Torah as a whole is the product of a
surprisingly logical, even scientific, approach to society’s problems. This groundbreaking perspective allows
van Schaik and Michel to coax unexpected secrets from the familiar stories of Adam and Eve, Cain and
Able, Abraham and Moses, Jesus of Nazareth and Mary. The Bible may have a dark side, but in van Schaik
and Michel’s hands, it proves to be a hallmark of human indefatigability.

Provocative and deeply original, The Good Book of Human Nature offers a radically new understanding of
the Bible. It shows that the Bible is more than just a pillar for religious belief: it is a pioneering attempt at
scientific inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book The Good Book of Human Nature: An
Evolutionary Reading of the Bible has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Good Book of Human
Nature: An Evolutionary Reading of the Bible is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship with all the book The Good Book of Human Nature: An Evolutionary Reading of
the Bible. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Joy Hutchinson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Good Book of Human Nature: An Evolutionary Reading of the Bible
book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer connected with The Good Book of Human Nature: An Evolutionary Reading of the Bible
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Good Book of
Human Nature: An Evolutionary Reading of the Bible is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Shirley Drago:

The book untitled The Good Book of Human Nature: An Evolutionary Reading of the Bible contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice go through.

Stanley Cooper:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Good Book of Human Nature: An Evolutionary Reading of the Bible we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book
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