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John Updike's fiftieth book and fifth collection of assorted prose, most of it first published in The New
Yorker, brings together eight years' worth of essays, criticism, addresses, introductions, humorous
feuilletons, and -- in a concluding section, "Personal Matters" -- paragraphs on himself and his work. More
matter, indeed, in an age which, his introduction states, wants "real stuff -- the dirt, the poop, the nitty gritty -
- and not . . . the obliquities and tenuosities of fiction."

Still, the fiction writer's affectionate, shaping hand can be detected in many of these considerations. Herman
Melville, Edith Wharton, Sinclair Lewis, Dawn Powell, Henry Green, John Cheever, Vladimir Nabokov, and
W. M. Spackman are among the authors extensively treated, along with such more general literary matters as
the nature of evil, the philosophical content of novels, and the wreck of the Titanic. Biographies of Isaac
Newton and Queen Elizabeth II, Abraham Lincoln and Nathaniel Hawthorne, Robert Benchley and Helen
Keller, are reviewed, always with a lively empathy. Two especially scholarly disquisitions array twentieth-
century writing about New York City and sketch the ancient linkage between religion and literature. An
illustrated section contains sharp-eyed impressions of movies, photographs, and art. Even the slightest of
these pieces can twinkle.

Updike is a writer for whom print is a mode of happiness: he says of his younger self, "The magazine rack at
the corner drugstore beguiled me with its tough gloss," and goes on to claim, "An invitation into print, from
however suspect a source, is an opportunity to make something beautiful, to discover within oneself a
treasure that would otherwise have remained buried."
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Mallard:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this More Matter: Essays and Criticism
book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Kathleen Owen:

This More Matter: Essays and Criticism is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having More Matter:
Essays and Criticism in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

William White:

This More Matter: Essays and Criticism is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having bit of digest in reading this More Matter: Essays and Criticism can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Dorothy Alvarez:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide More Matter: Essays and Criticism was filled concerning science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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