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This oral history portrays the lives of African American women who migrated from the rural South to work
as domestic servants in Washington, DC in the early decades of the twentieth century. In Living In, Living
Out Elizabeth Clark-Lewis narrates the personal experiences of eighty-one women who worked for wealthy
white families. These women describe how they encountered—but never accepted—the master-servant
relationship, and recount their struggles to change their status from “live in” servants to daily paid workers
who “lived out.”

With candor and passion, the women interviewed tell of leaving their families and adjusting to city life “up
North,” of being placed as live-in servants, and of the frustrations and indignities they endured as domestics.
By networking on the job, at churches, and at penny savers clubs, they found ways to transform their
unending servitude into an employer-employee relationship—gaining a new independence that could only be
experienced by living outside of their employers' homes. Clark-Lewis points out that their perseverance and
courage not only improved their own lot but also transformed work life for succeeding generations of
African American women. A series of in-depth vignettes about the later years of these women bears poignant
witness to their efforts to carve out lives of fulfillment and dignity.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Vazquez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Living In, Living Out: African American
Domestics in Washington, D.C., 1910-1940 had been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Living In, Living Out:
African American Domestics in Washington, D.C., 1910-1940 is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Living In, Living Out: African American
Domestics in Washington, D.C., 1910-1940. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Yasmin Parker:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Living In, Living Out: African American
Domestics in Washington, D.C., 1910-1940 is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Wilma Hogan:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Living In, Living Out: African American Domestics in Washington, D.C.,
1910-1940 was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Melissa Fernandez:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Living In, Living Out: African American
Domestics in Washington, D.C., 1910-1940 to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Living In, Living Out: African American
Domestics in Washington, D.C., 1910-1940 can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of that time.
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