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Today the Kumbh Melain Allahabad, India, isamajor Hindu religious pilgrimage and the largest religious
gathering in the world. In 2001, according to the government of Uttar Pradesh, 30 million pilgrims were
drawn to the confluence of the rivers Ganga and Y amuna on the most auspicious day for bathing. In an
impressive feat of organization and administration, the first mela of the new millennium was managed to the
overwhel ming satisfaction of most, with an impressive health and safety record. The loudest complaint had
to do with the intrusive presence of the media. Journalists, largely representing foreign media outlets, had
swarmed to the mela, intent on broadcasting to a global audience sensational images of naked (or wet-sari-
clad) Indianstaking part in "ancient” religious rituals.

Resistance to foreign interference with the mela has roots that go back 200 years. The British colonial state
and the colonized had different ideas about what the Kumbh Mela represented: for the former, it was a
potentially dangerous gathering that demanded tight regulation and control, but for the latter it was a sacred
sphere in which foreign domination and interference were intolerable. In this book Kama Maclean examines
this tension and the manner in which it was negotiated by each side. She asks why and how the colonial state
tried to manipulate the mela and, more important, how the mela changed as Indians responded to the colonial
power. In recent years many scholars have emphasized the extent to which the Kumbh Mela has been
monopolized by the Hindu nationalist movement. Maclean seeks to situate the history of the Kumbh Melain
Allahabad within a much broader context. She explores the role of a pilgrimage fair like the Kumbh Melain
disseminating ideas, particularly political ones like nationalism and ideas about social reform.

Kama Maclean tells the mesmerizing and important story of the Kumbh Melawith exciting detail aswell as

careful scholarly attention, illuminating for the reader the full scope of the event's historical and socio-
political context.
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From reader reviews:
Ronald Fowler:

This Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Melain Allahabad, 1765-1954 are usually reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Melain
Allahabad, 1765-1954 can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is usualy handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditionsin
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Melain Allahabad, 1765-
1954 giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gerri Townsend:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider ook
for book, may be the guide untitled Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Melain Allahabad, 1765-1954 can
be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Randal Revilla;

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, aswell as playing
video games al day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read some
sort of book. Itisrealy fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Melain Allahabad, 1765-1954 it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-
book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.

Mary Muncy:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Melain Allahabad, 1765-1954 your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Melain Allahabad, 1765-1954



giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning agame. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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