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Infused with humor and supported by meticulous research, this ground breaking book explores the turbulent
and mysterious history of one of the most important and influential songs of the twentieth century. I Went
Down to St. James Infirmary looks at the people and the times in which St. James Infirmary achieved its
initial popularity and explores what happens to a traditional song when it becomes a piece of merchandise.
The song St. James Infirmary is the quintessential jazz-blues song of the early twentieth century. Major
performing and recording artists have covered it, from Louis Armstrong and Jimmie Rodgers to Van
Morrison and the White Stripes. Saturated with ego-driven angst and once considered obscene because of the
song's stark depiction of death and the portrayal of a seedy underworld inhabited by gamblers, pimps, loose
women, and every sort of rounder, it has been adapted, rewritten, borrowed, stolen, attacked, revered, and
cherished. In its heyday of the 1920s and 30s, when recordings and sheet music of St. James Infirmary were
first packaged and marketed, the public could not get enough of it. Nearly a hundred years later, its allure
remains. The song has been shrouded in mystery as well as scandal. Who is the woman stretched out on a
long white table? Who is the narrator and why is he, robust and vain, more concerned about his own funeral
arrangements than with hers? And there are the questions about the song itself. Where did it come from? To
what lineage does it belong? Who was Joe Primrose and how did he gain copyright to a song that had been
circulating the country for decades? Here is the story of a song as it traveled from its folk origins and into the
recording studios, performance stages, and law courts of America's jazz age. With a supporting cast of
fascinating characters whose stories are as interesting as the song itself, I Went Down to St. James Infirmary
will entertain and inform the reader as it unravels the riddles of one song while casting light on the
production of music yesterday and today.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Elam:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This I Went Down to St. James Infirmary: Investigations in the shadowy world
of early jazz-blues in the company of Blind Willie McTell, Louis Armstrong, Don ... where did this dang
song come from anyway? book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to offer to you. The writer associated with I Went Down to St. James Infirmary: Investigations in the
shadowy world of early jazz-blues in the company of Blind Willie McTell, Louis Armstrong, Don ... where
did this dang song come from anyway? content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking I Went Down to St. James Infirmary: Investigations in the shadowy world of early jazz-
blues in the company of Blind Willie McTell, Louis Armstrong, Don ... where did this dang song come from
anyway? is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Archie Beard:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled I
Went Down to St. James Infirmary: Investigations in the shadowy world of early jazz-blues in the company
of Blind Willie McTell, Louis Armstrong, Don ... where did this dang song come from anyway? your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The I Went Down to St. James Infirmary:
Investigations in the shadowy world of early jazz-blues in the company of Blind Willie McTell, Louis
Armstrong, Don ... where did this dang song come from anyway? giving you one more experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Kurt Rose:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The I Went Down to St. James Infirmary: Investigations in the shadowy world of early jazz-blues in
the company of Blind Willie McTell, Louis Armstrong, Don ... where did this dang song come from
anyway? offer you a new experience in examining a book.



Helen Johnson:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This I Went Down to St. James Infirmary:
Investigations in the shadowy world of early jazz-blues in the company of Blind Willie McTell, Louis
Armstrong, Don ... where did this dang song come from anyway? can be the answer, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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