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How to Write Winning Short Stories is a concise and practical guide that includes developing a theme and
premise, choosing a title, creating characters, crafting realistic dialogue, bringing the setting to life, working
with structure, and editing. Submission and marketing advice is also provided. The author, who manages an
annual short story competition, offers guidance on manuscript formatting, submission options, contest entry,
and how to get the attention of a publisher or contest judge. The book is perfect for anyone who is
considering writing a short story. It will give beginning writers a practical playbook for getting started and
help experienced writers build their skills. Based on the author's experiences running an annual short story
contest and working with dozens of writers to help them improve and perfect their stories, combined with
extensive research (the bibliography contains 80+ sources), here, in one concise little guide, is the best
advice and most successful tips for writing winning short stories. Each chapter concludes with a handy
checklist for reviewing what was learned and checking stories for possible areas of improvement. Contents •
What Is a “Winning” Short Story? • Why Short Stories? o Getting Started o The Market o Choosing What to
Write o Preparing to Write • The Importance of Story o The Beginning o The Central Conflict o Details,
Details, Details o The Ending • Premise and Theme • Structure o Time Frame, Sequence, and Transitions o
Making a Scene o Flashbacks o Pacing • Setting • Characters o Choosing Characters o Character Names o
Attributes/Descriptions • Telling the Story o Point of View o The Viewpoint Character o Voice • Dialogue o
Creating Realistic Dialogue o Dialogue among Characters o Unspoken Thoughts • The Title • Editing o The
Editing Process o Self-Editing o Developmental Editing o Copyediting o Proofreading • Facts, Logic, and
Lawyers o Fact-Checking o Logic o Legal Issues • Marketing Short Stories o Identifying Markets o
Magazines o Anthologies o Contests and Awards o How to Submit o The “Wow Factor” o Repurposing
Your Stories • Bibliography • Index
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled How to Write Winning Short Stories: A practical guide to
writing stories that win contests and get selected for publication. Try to stumble through book How to Write
Winning Short Stories: A practical guide to writing stories that win contests and get selected for publication
as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Carl Strum:

The reason? Because this How to Write Winning Short Stories: A practical guide to writing stories that win
contests and get selected for publication is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Steven Anderson:

How to Write Winning Short Stories: A practical guide to writing stories that win contests and get selected
for publication can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing How to Write Winning Short Stories: A practical guide
to writing stories that win contests and get selected for publication but doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

John Lopez:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This How to Write Winning Short Stories: A
practical guide to writing stories that win contests and get selected for publication is simple bringing you can
read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular



book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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