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John Wood discovered his passion, his greatest success, and his life's work-not at business school or leading
Microsoft's charge into Asia in the 1990s-but on a soul-searching trip to the Himalayas. Wood felt trapped
between an all-consuming career and a desire to do something lasting and significant. Stressed from the
demands of his job, he took a vacation trekking in Nepal because a friend had told him, "If you get high
enough in the mountains, you can't hear Steve Ballmer yelling at you anymore." Instead of being the antidote
to the rat race, that trip convinced John Wood to divert the boundless energy he was devoting to Microsoft
into a cause that desperately needed to be addressed. While visiting a remote Nepalese school, Wood learned
that the students had few books in their library. When he offered to run a book drive to provide the school
with books, his idea was met with polite skepticism. After all, no matter how well-intentioned, why would a
successful software executive take valuable time out of his life and gather books for an impoverished school?
But John Wood did return to that school and with thousands of books bundled on the back of a yak. And at
that moment, Wood made the decision to walk away from Microsoft and create Room to Read-an
organization that has donated more than 1.2 million books, established more than 2,600 libraries and 200
schools, and sent 1,700 girls to school on scholarship-ultimately touching the lives of 875,000 children with
the lifelong gift of education. Leaving Microsoft to Change the World chronicles John Wood's struggle to
find a meaningful outlet for his managerial talents and entrepreneurial zeal. For every high-achiever who has
ever wondered what life might be like giving back, Wood offers a vivid, emotional, and absorbing tale of
how to take the lessons learned at a hard-charging company like Microsoft and apply them to one of the
world's most pressing problems: the lack of basic literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Leaving Microsoft to Change the
World? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Susan Gagnon:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Leaving Microsoft to Change the World book is readable through you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Leaving
Microsoft to Change the World content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you even
now thinking Leaving Microsoft to Change the World is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jonathan Smith:

This Leaving Microsoft to Change the World are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Leaving Microsoft to Change the World can be one of several great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Leaving Microsoft to Change the
World giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Lynn Bailey:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Leaving Microsoft to Change the World was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Leaving Microsoft to Change the World
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try
to like reading in which.
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