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After centuries of unresolved dispute over the question of whether the Mystagogic Catecheses belongs
among the works of St. Cyril of Jerusalem, this book finally settles the controversy. These post-baptismal
Easter sermons are a prized witness to the way the rites of initiation (baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist)
were celebrated in fourth-century Jerusalem and for the rich sacramental theology they contain. Uncertain
authorship has prevented the text from being fully appreciated as an integral part of Cyril's works. Cyril's
reputation as a catechist istime-honored, and his Baptismal Catecheses has served as an invaluable source of
early Church doctrine and practice. Scholars can now confidently include the mystagogic sermons in their
study of Cyril's doctrinal and sacramental theology and practice.

This study addresses much more than the question of authorship. A thorough examination of the Mystagogic
Catecheses in conjunction with Cyril's Baptismal Catecheses provides a new view into his life and thought
as both catechist and mystagogue. It begins with a survey of those aspects of Cyril'slife and his Jerusalem
church that are relevant to reassessing the authorship of the Mystagogic Catecheses. It then examines the
text's manuscript tradition, literary tradition, and date. There follows the most extensive section, a
comparative analysis of the disputed sermons and Cyril's Baptismal Catechesesin the areas of liturgical rites,
theology, spirituality, and literary style. The text is then compared to the known works of the contending
author, John 11 of Jerusalem. Finally, the sermons are subjected to a stylometric analysis, that is, a computer-
based statistical analysis of literary style.

This book will be welcomed by scholars of early Christianity, especialy those interested in the life and
works of Cyril of Jerusalem. Of specia interest isits treatment of the history and development of liturgy in
the Christian East through the fourth century. Thisisthe first volume in the Patristic Monograph Series of
the North American Patristic Society to be published by the Catholic University of America Press.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Alexis James Doval is associate professor of religious studies at Saint Mary's College of California

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"[A] considerable contribution to a vexed but vital question about Cyril and the mystagogical catacheses. . . .
Doval's study isamust for any patrologist interested in liturgical history and theology, concerned about the



resurgence of the Jerusalem church, studying the devel opment of catachesis and catechumenate, or exploring
guestions related to the controversies of the fourth century."?Prof. Thomas Finn, College of William and
Mary

"The persistent question of authorship receives a comprehensive treastment in thiswork. . . . The door on
John's authorship of the mystagogical catechesisis not completely closed, but for Doval it remains an
improbability at best. Barring new evidence, it will probably never be opened wide again in the wake of this
study."William P. McDonald, Journal of Early Christian Studies

"[A]n important purchase for libraries which have patristics collections or collectionsin the history of
doctrine and liturgy." Cecil R. White, Catholic Library World

"Doval's cumulative case is compelling, and the onus must now be on those who dispute Cyril's authorship to
justify continued dissent. . . . [A]n important contribution to studies of Cyril of Jerusalem and the fourth-
century liturgy of the Holy City."?Bryan D. Spinks, Journal of Ecclesiastical History

"[This] book offers avery carefully defined structure and method for dealing with a highly complicated
guestion.” ? Pablo F. Argarate, Toronto Journal of Theology
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From reader reviews:
Susan Gagnon:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogue: The Authorship
of the Mystagogic Catacheses (Patristic Monograph Series) (v. 17) is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lori McDonald:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogue: The Authorship of the Mystagogic
Catacheses (Patristic Monograph Series) (v. 17) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Lynn Jones:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogue: The Authorship of the Mystagogic Catacheses
(Patristic Monograph Series) (v. 17) this publication consist alot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Sonia Cancel:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With
the book Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogue: The Authorship of the Mystagogic Catacheses (Patristic
Monograph Series) (v. 17) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be
creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up



being doubt to change your life at thistime book Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogue: The Authorship of the
Mystagogic Catacheses (Patristic Monograph Series) (v. 17). Y ou can more appealing than now.
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