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Ellen Israel Rosen presents a compelling portrait of married women who work on New England's assembly
lines while they also maintain their homes and marriages. With skill and sympathy, she documents the
reasons these women work; their experiences on the job, in the union, and at home; the sources of their job
satisfaction; and their management of the "double day." The major issue for this segment of the labor force,
Rosen suggests, is not whether to work, but the availability and quality of jobs. Rosen argues that
deindustrialization—plant closings and job displacement—confronts blue-collar women factory workers
with a "bitter choice" between work at lower and lower wages or no work at all.

Drawing on quantitative and qualitative data from interviews with more than two hundred such women
factory workers, Rosen traces the ways in which women who do "unskilled" factory work have gained in
self-esteem as well as financial stability from holding paid jobs. Throughout, Rosen explores the relationship
between public work experiences and private family life. She analyzes the dynamics of two-paycheck,
working class families, clarifies relationships between class and gender, and explores the impact of
patriarchy and capitalism on working class women. At the same time Rosen places women's job loss within
the broader economic context of global industrial transformations, demonstrating how international capital
shifts to cheaper labor in developing countries, as well as technological progress, are changing the shape of
the entire American labor force and are beginning to undermine the material and symbolic gains of the
American female factory worker, the promise of market equality, and progressive working conditions.

"This book is a significant contribution to our understanding of women's work and family lives, but it is also
a valuable look at the consequences of deindustrialization in America for workers, their families, and their
communities."—Myra Marx Ferree, American Journal of Sociology
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From reader reviews:

Kelli Ross:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Bitter Choices: Blue-Collar
Women in and out of Work (Women in Culture and Society) to read.

Carl Adams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Bitter Choices: Blue-Collar Women in and out of Work (Women in Culture
and Society) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lisa Shumaker:

The book untitled Bitter Choices: Blue-Collar Women in and out of Work (Women in Culture and Society)
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Kathryn Kern:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Bitter Choices: Blue-Collar Women
in and out of Work (Women in Culture and Society) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.
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